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It is with great pleasure that the Gulf States Marine 
Fisheries Commission presents this year’s Lyles-Simpson 
Award to Joseph Shepard. This prestigious award is 
presented annually to an individual, agency, or organization 
which has contributed to the betterment of the fisheries of 
the Gulf of Mexico through significant biological, 
industrial, legislative, enforcement, or administrative 
activities.  
 
Joseph Shepard was born and raised in the small coastal 
town of Grand Isle, Louisiana where he spent his younger 
days fishing some of the most productive saltwater estuaries 
in the country.  He graduated from Grand Isle High School 
and attended Nichols State University in Thibodaux, 
Louisiana where he received a Bachelor of Science degree 
in Marine Biology.  At graduation, Joseph received a 
scholastic and research achievement award.  Joseph could 
not believe that there was a college degree for people that 
love the outdoors and have a great interest in learning how it 
all works.  His first job after graduation was working at 
Nichols State University as a fisheries technician collecting 
fishery and environmental data off the Louisiana coast.  A 
couple of months after graduation, a biological aid position 
opened up at the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and 
Fisheries marine laboratory on Grand Terre island, a small 
island just east of Grand Isle.  Joseph was thrilled to begin 
his career in such a wonderful place.  The laboratory was at 
the mouth of Barataria Bay providing easy access to some 
of the best fishery resources in the state.  The marine 
laboratory primarily conducted research on shrimp and 
oysters.  Joseph was one of the first biologists at the 
laboratory to begin saltwater finfish research.   
 
The Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries Finfish 
Program was established in 1986 to meet the demands of 
finfish anglers that wanted more research on Spotted 
Seatrout and Red Drum.  Much of the research conducted 
by Joseph and his fellow biologists at the Marine 



Laboratory was used in developing a sampling protocol for 
the newly established Finfish section.  At that time, Joseph 
was promoted to assistant section leader for the Finfish 
Program.  As the program was getting underway state-wide, 
the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries needed 
the means to capture the data being collected into a 
standardized format and computerize it for further analysis.  
That began what Joseph considered to be his greatest 
accomplishment.  The majority of his career was spent 
computerizing and standardizing data being collected for the 
Office of Fisheries.  Data could be analyzed in real time and 
provided to fishery managers to make informed decisions. 
Part of his responsibility was conducting marine fisheries 
stock assessments for Louisiana, but also participating on 
and chairing various Gulf of Mexico Fishery Management 
Council stock assessment committees.  Joseph also served 
on various Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission 
committees and subcommittees over the course of his 
career.  
 
As the person responsible for the Marine Fisheries data 
management system, Joseph found himself initiating 
Louisiana’s commercial fisheries trip ticket program and 
Louisiana’s recreational data collection program that is now 
called LA Creel.  These data collection programs greatly 
enhanced the information going into Louisiana’s fishery 
stock assessments.  
 
For all of these accomplishments and his years of service 
the Gulf States Marine Fisheries Commission is proud to 
present this year’s Lyles-Simpson Award to such a worthy 
recipient. 
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