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PROTECTING 
FISH HABITAT 

A GUIDE FOR 
FISHERMEN AND 

BOATERS 

·SMALL 
EFFORTS 

A DD UP TOA 
BIG DIFFERENCE 

T HE IMPORTA N CE OF 

PROTECTING FISH HABITAT 

THE COAST 
Ao~·ou~ ,vho':4 :;pent rirac on. du:- v.-nt<:C can appr ... "C(aLe ll1c: 
beau1y~ £1Cl\Vcr, 11nd richness of our b:,y$ und occru1s. W1\e1lu::r 
fish\11& fuT ·~ 0( WOik. n .. ~-W:nnefJ at(" CSpcci.tlJy jll lHflC 

wirh the bttdii1 of daa and l>W~tinJ marine"""""-

MorC' and JUOl'C' pel)p)e ;tre heillg cL:tt¥.'JJ. LO the ¥t:ncr. Ry thC' 
yrru: 2010, 1uo1~ d1a11 53':lfJ oi cl~ p ... "Ople in i:heo: lY.$. a1;:

cxpcctod ro live v;itl1in 50 miles of 1.ht- <.:I'>:. ... •. ~·11th the 
Cnc.rcasinA popul~tion, cl:lerc ""·il( be an i11c.:n::1.o;r: in threats oo 
IDc: rich.ni'JS ant! hc··.,tuty of the WoHtlJ ,vhi1:h ptovidcd che 
aaraaioo in tl1c fim p(ac.c. L~ ho:.cing related acffii.ties 

can i:ot1Ldhuu:: "'''bstancially to l i l t dr:gra(Li.tion or loss of 
(1npor1aut u1:1sr:1I rr~ourcc.s. 

IMPORTANT FISH HABITAT 
&.ru:1ri~5 ~ind f1rnt-slw1~ '\l/j.Lers ~rt: c:·sscnrial h.i.bielL lt)r rn :~ny 

,..~ impomnt 6lh •nd shdlf.sh '!"";..~ Unfomu»iely. d.=. ''""'' 
uc olso di< o"" rlu< are llJUol< fuqu<ndy expo.sod u• pnlhWon 
fu.W'U \rem:! aai\-ity. Even '-"lu:n gready diluoed. polluonts c-an 
h:-A.ve hamlfitl Unp~1s, esr)c;;i:tl1y on ''Ulncrable ~gw; t•nd 1..1.l•~. 

HOW SMA LL IMPACTS ADD UP 
C)nc qua.cc of tng;C11e oil spilled i.J.1 one: 1ni lliun <1uan.s of S¢il · 

t11r·alcr will k.JU h:tlf C.lf tb.C' cxposieJ c.:rah bTV<tt~ Ncgatii;~ 

imp:ms ""' ~mod wbeo .i-tgmis or ""I"' arc 

u....J •• "=<" these 0pa1,, Th= potlucum 
rrxluc.e the aJ.nount ot' OlC)"gen in th.c. ''>'2r.e•·1 v _ \ i ( :1pair the £\nK<ionb1g !'f f!Jih 
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giJJ.s, nnd r ... ·d:uce the ~bilic)' of .seabirds Lo :.1ay w:rrro ond d.q 

When <Ul.,.2lal ""'' • is dis<haig«I <3thCT than disp<>re> 
of ar a pu.mpout ~tion. i1 can l'cR.llr in bacterial ron1.:1n1i 
nf'lriou ts 1n1u:h as 10.000 titnes ~rr:<1tt;r ch.an rhac t>f LrC1b'3 

5:1..."'9'"~· whil:li S(':V('rcly .i1npll.(.·1~ rh(': h.an"CScabilicyr C>f "hdlfi:;l 
su..:h ii; d:tms and oyst:trs. 

W1\er1 vt:ssels ace belog fiiclt:d <.lr topped llfl: up 1:0 ti uuncc 
of fuel ~:;tnspurt OUl a.i1tl .'lf'ill into the 9."ate:r.. .\ll.l1t111gh $0Ino 

uf rhc charucals iu ~ •nd dicscl fuel "'"P<"""' rapid!) 
H>~•ny toxic co1np<1-utuls T'l:'trU.in bclllnd in die w.ll tcr column 
:\.fuhiplying che~e rel~lci,1cl)' unafl Sf>iU~ by tbe number a 
boots in a bu.i;y 1n:irl11.t'\ and the nurul>t:r ofb(.1ating dQys po! . 
yrru· ..::an add up t(.1 big \YltC: l' quality prohlems. 

( lthcr :K'li.vit~" as.roci.a.t.i.x:l whh •i.J,ing or booting th.a1 c :i1 

cnu~ ~rious probk:r:us include "'3nding coxk bull .,-.. int m.·e 
d\I.! ",( .. atoer, lfm-ring, and 5pifli11g nr '-"'<ISh.ing clc.a.ncr.t. F)•in~ 

or solve11rs lnto draiJ.lS Ot' directly into thC' \Vatc r. B<l>lt J>rl>· 

ptllers :uul wakes can di.~turh submC"rgcd aquaiic: vtgetnri(.l( 

and i.:: 111 C::lU$\: bank fl't)~ion • 

WHAT YOU CAN DO 
ll i,( impornun frx u.< ru ~litC' ~ impan of our f'JVTa. 

hfnr.d actions. and <I., w+i~r \VC: ~fl \<'1 mlninH:r.l' 1han. 

R..e1td 1111 tQ Jc.'trfl SOJllC or 1hc 'tlfllple Uuug), \'t'(' (<111 cfC) 
lO help !)tOl(Cf. li1-h h ,1bi,;11 -
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Bring trash 
back to port 
for proper 
disposal. 

Pf<!Vllrll pollullOO by 
p1essu1e wesh1119 paint 
ng and compklllng boat 
r~1rs 111 dry dock 
whenever po<;>lblo. -

Never <llscharge 
treated or un!real· 
ed sewage. wa11 to 
1J1;0 p~unp oul 
lacilitlcs 

Use the $rY\Bllos1 
;imount of the least 
lQxlc products av$11· 
abto. WIJW up rathor 
lheyn l\OSll off an¥ 
chemic~! residues. 

Recycle usod oil,'
Mtifreeze. and 
batteries. 

use oll absorbent 
matenals In your bilge 
and for spill cleanup. 
Refrain from usillg 
detergents and bilge 
cleaners; never pump 
them overboard. 
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FISHERMEN f..,. BO.t..TERS 

PROTECTING FISH HABITAT 
IT ALL ADDS UP 

! 

UNDERWAY: 
Keep lf:l.$1. frvtn Vl1)Vvihg ()\'~tb1,,,att'I; briug: 

it back co I""" mr proper di•prual. 
... -\vQid boating in sha.Uo\v waters. C'Spocially 

thuse with $ubm~tpl \~li(t:tnc:it>11. 

Follo\v ''t1v \vuk.11 pv~rir\g'>, u11c.I k~p \v:1kt,, 
d()'l,\·11 Cn .<1haUow or near ,.horc: a~~-; lO 

p«.."V<'Dt ~r~on. 

NeV<r Ji>chalJle m:at:-d oc un1rca1cd scwng1·; 
\¥ai t lO 11:.c: putnp l)ul f."tt:ilitk:-,. 

Repon oil spills or dehtis viola1 ku\.~ •n 1l1t 

proper aucboririt$. 

- ATTHE DOCK: 
Recycle u..,J oil and fi110<$, b>11<riu '" "' 

andfi·ccic. 

l:sc shorcsidc """"°m' and pw11p out E.cilitics. 

Tell your friends and fullow fahcmlt·n obu11t th: 
in1poJ'Lance •>r pr1)l~c.:rh1g fi$l1 l1ttbi1a1 .. 

. \;Unin1iz.e fish Vv~te dispn~al i11 rn:>t'in.a. v.-acem:. 

f.nc.ow·a~c your n1arin2 en (>Jmjde: faciliti~ for 
rocycling and dry dock repair. 

\X1ht:neveJ p11ssibJc. do rC'pili~ nnd puil1t\t1~ i" 
dry dock; keep p:lin1.~ :1nt'I p:1in1. ..:hips away 
from the v.·accr. 

ON YOUR BOAT: 
L;se oil ab..-.orhenr n1a1.eri :1ls in y1·111r hit~ and f(')r ~pill 

cleanup. 

Mrnin from using dtt<rg,·nts and bil11• dennm; 
never purnp d1c:n1 <)vt:rb(1~ul. 

Use che sn1alle~• an\O•l1\I. of 1,he lea~1 1.n'lo.·ic: rraductt 

availablo when ckanine. 
B, cardUI when fuclinp;; cacc:h any o"".rflow with 

pe•rnleun1 a™orhe11t n1au:.ri~h. 

Jnsc:all an O\"elflo\v alarnl on your f.1d l:.lnk:. 

Wbcn doing small repairs. sanding or >aaping, we <•rps 
to = d• ~lutAAt>. 

0 PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER. 


